
14
th

  IPHS  CONFERENCE 

12-15  July  2010  Istanbul-TURKEY 

URBAN TRANSFORMATION: CONTROVERSIES, CONTRASTS and CHALLENGES 

 

Gordon Stephenson and Urban Renewal in Kingston Ontario 

David GORDON, Prof. 

Queen's University, the School of Urban and Regional Planning, Canada 

david.gordon@queensu.ca 

 

Michelle NICHOLSON, Queen's University, the School of Urban and Regional Planning, Canada 

 

Gordon Stephenson conducted some of Canada’s first urban renewal studies for Halifax (1957), Kingston 

(1958-60) and London (1960). Stephenson’s Kingston study, done in collaboration with George Muirhead, is a 

landmark in Canadian planning history. Most urban renewal studies from the 1940s and 1950s suggested 

extensive clearance of “obsolete” neighbourhoods. This report was one of the earliest in North America to 

suggest widespread renovation of historic buildings and selective infill with new construction. This approach 

was recommended for several neighbourhoods, the downtown and the central waterfront. Stephenson’s report 

set the stage for extensive heritage preservation in Kingston.  
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